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1 “After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during 

the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to 

Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has 

been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it 

rose and have come to worship him.”  3 When King 

Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem 

with him. 
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4 When he had called together all the people’s chief 

priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where 

the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in 

Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has 

written: 6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for 

out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my 

people Israel.’”
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7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out 

from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He 

sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search 

carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report 

to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”
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9 After they had heard the king, they went on their 

way, and the star they had seen when it rose went 

ahead of them until it stopped over the place where 

the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were 

overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the 

child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 

worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and 

presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and 

myrrh.”



THE Story really does call for a response.

1. The Truth of THE Story.

2. The Response to THE Story.



1. The Truth of THE Story.

V2  “Where is the one who has been born king of the 

Jews?” 

V6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by 

no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of 

you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people 

Israel.’”





2. The Response to THE Story.

Apathy, Hate and Faith. 



2. The Response to THE Story.

Apathy

V5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is 

what the prophet has written: 6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, 

in the land of Judah, are by no means least among 

the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler 

who will shepherd my people Israel.’”





2. The Response to THE Story.

Hate

V7-8  “Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found 

out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 

He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search 

carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report 

to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”

“Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever 

does not gather with me scatters” (Matthew 12:30). 



2. The Response to THE Story.

Faith

1 Kings 10:1-2 “When the queen of Sheba heard 

about the fame of Solomon and his relationship to the 

Lord, she came to test Solomon with hard questions. 

Arriving at Jerusalem with a very great caravan—with 

camels carrying spices, large quantities of gold, and 

precious stones—she came to Solomon and talked 

with him about all that she had on her mind.” 



2. The Response to THE Story.

Faith

Jesus said “The Queen of the South will rise at the 

judgment with this generation and condemn it; for she 

came from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s 

wisdom, and now something greater than Solomon is 

here.” Matthew 12:42 





Theme Verse

“A word spoken at the right time is like precious gold 
set in silver.” Proverbs 25:11 




